' Take care of your health, above all; and don't forget that I expect to see you again after the Waters !' such was Friedrich's adieu, say the French Biographers,1' who is himself just going-off to the Silesian Reviews,' add they ;—who does, in reality, drive to Berlin that day; but not to the Silesian Reviews till May following. As Voltaire himself will experience, to his cost!
CHAPTER   XII
OF  THE  AFTERPIECE,   WHICH  PROVED  STILL  MORE TRAGICAL
VOI.TAIHE, once safe on Saxon ground, was in no extreme haste for Plombieres. He deliberately settled his Printing Affairs at Dresden ; then at Leipzig;—and scattered through Newspapers, or what portholes he had, various fiery darts against Maupertuis; aggravating the humours in Berlin, and provoking Maupertuis to write him an express Letter. Letter which is too curious, especially the Answer it gets, to be quite omitted:
Maupertuis to Voltaire (at Leipzig)
• Berlin, 3d April 17S3. If it is true that you design to attack me again' (with your La-Beaumelle doggeries and scurrilous discussions), I declare to you that I have still health enough to find you wherever you are, and to take the most signal vengeance on you (vengeance la plus tclatante). Thank the respect and the obedience which have hitherto restrained my arm, and saved you from the worst adventure you have ever yet had.—MAUPERTUIS.'
1 Collini, p. 57; Duvetnet, p. 186 j (Euvrcs de Voltaire, Ixxv. 187 ('will return in October ')•